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SOCIETIES    OF   THE   UNITED    STATES    OF    AMERICA 


In  the  years  since  the  founding  of  the  Patriotic- 
Hereditary  Societies  in  all  sections  of  our  country,  a  wish 
has  been  expressed  by  their  members  that  there  be  a 
NATIONAL  illustrated  "historical  magazine" — one  not 
representing  any  particular  section  or  State  of  the  Union» 
sect,  creed  nor  politics,  nor  any  one  Society  or  Association, 

Upon  a  canvass  of  the  representative  members  of  the 
"  Hereditary  Societies,"  it  seemed  to  be  the  general  wish 
that  this  desired  "historical  magazine"  should  be  two- 
fold in  its  nature;  for  besides  containing  American  histori- 
cal matters  of  general  interest  and  usefulness,  it  should 
also  be  the  "Monthly  Gazette"  of  ALL  the  Patriotic- 
Hereditary  Societies  of  the  United  States,  and  be  pub>- 

LISHED  UNDER  THEIR  AUSPICES. 

The  Historical  Register  Publishing  Company  was 
organized  and  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  in  June,  1894,  especially  to  publish  this 
NATIONAL  historical  monthly,  which  it  was  decided  to 
call  The  American  Historical  Register.    The  pro- 
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meters,  incorporators  and  directors  of  the  Company  are 
members  of  the  Patriotic  Associations,  which  are  not 
secret,  beneficial  or  political.  This  is  a  sufficient  guaran- 
tee that  the  views  of  the  inceptors  as  to  the  proper  scope 
and  character  of  the  Historical  Register  will  be  car- 
ried out  and  that  the  corporation  will  be  for  mutual 
benefit. 

In  order  to  get  funds  in  hand  sufficient  to  carry  out 
the  plans  decided  upon  for  the  publication  of  the  pro- 
posed national  historical  monthly  before  it  should  reach 
the  period  when  it  is  self-sustaining  through  subscriptions 
and  advertisements,  and  to  guarantee  its  permanent  suc- 
cess, it  was  decided  by  the  Buard  of  Directors  to  endeavor 
to  collect  a  small  "  Publication  Fund  "  from  the  members 
of  the  Patriotic- Hereditary  Societies,  in  whose  interests 
the  magazine  would  be  principally  published,  and  from 
others  interested  in  American  historical  studies,  by  ask- 
ing them  to  subscribe  to  the  shares  of  stock  of  the  com- 
pany. The  limit  of  the  Publication  Fund,  or  '*  Capital 
Stock  "  of  the  Company  was  set  at  5io,ooo,  <iivided  into 
2000  shares,  each  share  having  a  par  value  of  $5.00, 
and  to  be  FULL  PAID  and  non-assessable. 

In  order  to  partly  compensate  the  purchasers  of  the 
stock  for  the  use  of  their  money,  the  Directors  decided 
that  every  subscriber  to  a  share  or  block  of  the 
stock  of  this  company  shall  be  ENTITLED  TO  RECEIVE 

FOR  each  share  ThE  AMERICAN  HISTORICAL  REGIS- 
TER monthly  at  onk-half  the  regular  annual  sub- 
scription, at  present  fixed  at  ^3.00,  which  Concession 

is   INDORSED   ON    EACH    CERTIFICATE   OF   STOCK. 
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By  this  half-rate  charge  to  a  stockholder  for  an 
annual  subscription,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  gets  back  IN 

A   LITTLE   OVER   THREE   YEARS   THE  COST  OF   HIS  SHARE 

OF  STOCK,  and  therefore  gets  the  equivalent  of  a  thirty 
PER  CENT.  DIVIDEND  PER  ANNUM  on  the  investment,  and 
as  the  stock  will  be  full  paid  it  snould  soon  command 
a  premium. 

The  money  derived  by  the  sale  of  the  shares  of  the 
stock  of  the  Historical  Register  Publishing  Company  will 
be  used  only  in  the  interests  of  the  magazine, 
subject  to  the  laws  of  the  State  that  granted  the  charter 
and  the  by-laws  of  the  corporation. 

The  growth  of  a  "  subscription  list "  and  of  adver- 
tising patronage  being  slow,  it  will  be  seen  that  business 
capital  is  necessary  for  some  time  to  meet  expenses  of 
circularizing  and  printing  the  magazine. 

Without  further  explanation  or  argument,  it  must  be 
plain  to  you  that,  as  a  member  of  a  Patriotic- Hereditary 
Society  or  one  interested  in  American  history,  it  should 
be  your  pleasure  to  give  The  American  Historical 
Register  your  assistance  and  support,  either  as  a  contri- 
butor to  its  "  Publication  Fund"  as  a  stockholder,  or  by 
becoming  a  subscriber,  or  by  getting  your  friends  and 
public  libraries  to  subscribe.  We  believe  that  a  well- 
edited  and  handsomely  gotten  up  and  printed  historical 
magazine,  giving  considerable  space  to  the  current  news 
of  the  Patriotic  Hereditary  Societies,  will  soon  become 
popular  with  the  masses,  and  American  citizens  in  general 
will  be  more  ready  to  willingly  recognize  and  applaud 
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the  patriotic  deeds  of  the  Societies,  and  the  fact  that  the 
members  of  the  bodies,  under  whose  auspices  the  Histor- 
ical Register  is  printed,  have  higher  objects  in  view  than 
only  the  consideration  of  banners,  luttons  and  banquets. 

Please  use  the  accompanying  blanks  when  making 
your  remittance  to  become  a  subscriber  to  Thr  HISTORI- 
CAL Register  or  a  stockholder  in  the  company. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  venture  will  shortly  become  more 
than  self-supporting,  and  that  then  the  Board  of  Directors 
can  be  able  to  return  to  the  stockholders,  through  divi- 
dends, the  amounts  of  their  investments  in  the  stock  of 
the  Historical  Register  Publishing  Co. 

The  initial  number  of  The  American  Historical 
Register  was  issued  in  September,  1894,  and  followed 
by  other  regular  monthly  issues,  giving  fair  examples  of 
what  the  magazine  is  intended  to  be. 

Sample  copies  of  The  Historical  Register  will 
be  sent  upon  application  and  receipt  of  25c.  (or  35c.  fov 
any  specified  number) — this  charge  we  are  obliged  to 
make  because  of  our  contracts  wth  News  Companies; 
but  the  amount  remitted  for  a  "sample  copy"  will  be 
craiiied  to  you  when  you  become  a  subscriber — and  it  is 
for  sale  by  all  first  class  newsdealers  and  book  stores 
throughout  the  country  and  abroad. 

The  American  Historical  Register  is  the  only 
monthly  magazine  in  this  country  which  is  devoted  exclu- 
sively to  American  historical  matters  and  to  the  curiosi- 
ties, antiquities  and  rare  unprinted  literature  of  American 
history,  that  prints  the  proceedings  and  current  news  of 
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ALL  the  American  Patriotic  Aasociations, whose  member- 
ship is  hereditary,  and  for  this  reason  occupies  a  some- 
what unique  position  in  the  field  of  monthly  literature. 

The  articles  will  be  handsomely  embellished  when- 
ever necessary,  with  illustrations  of  historical  significance 
and  with  rare  and  valuable  portraits,  by  the  newest  and 
best  process. 

Among  the  contributors  to  the  literary  matter  of  The 
American  Historical  Register  are  the  most  eminent 
of  American  historical  wi iters  and  biographers  and  gen- 
ealogists. We  wish  to  cultivate  and  foster  a  taste  for 
individual  research  into  the  unpublished  history  of  the 
United  States  and  the  part,  however  modest,  performed 
by  our  patriotic  ancestors  in  founding  and  building  up 
this,  the  greatest  of  nations.  Unpublished  documents, 
letters  and  diaries  bearing  upon  x\merican  history  and 
biography,  are  solicited  for  publication  in  its  pages. 
Address :  Editorial  Department. 

N.  B. — Don't  give  us  something  true  that  is  not 
new ;  nor  something  new  that  is  not  true. 

It  is  intended  to  conduct  this  American  historical 
monthly  in  a  spirited  manner,  and  very  much  on  the  lines 
followed  by  the  long  established,  successful  popular 
monthlies. 

As  it  is  not  intended  that  The  American  Histori- 
cal Register  shall  be  a  "popular  magazine,"  nor  a 
commercial  venture,  in  the  sense  the  great  monthlies  are, 
it  is  necessary  that  the  annual  subscription  charge  be  at 
such  a  rate  as  will  insure  the  best  subject  matter,  materials 
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and  manufacturing,  and  keep  up  a  high  standard  of  excel- 
lence. 

The  Historical  Register  will  be  generally  histor- 
ical, biogi-aphical  and  genealogical  in  its  scope;  topics 
interesting  to  the  educated  and  cultured,  and  will  be  a 
literary  exchange  and  repository  for  American  historical 
students. 

It  is  intended  that  this  new  American  historical 
monthly  will  be  the  means  of  inquiry  and  communication 
between  the  members  of  various  American  Patriotic- 
Hereditary  Associations ;  to  chronicle  their  proceedings, 
and  to  preserve  in  its  pages  matters  of  historical  value 
and  of  personal  interest  to  their  members. 

It  seeks  the  supjxirt  of  all  these  Associations.  Each 
one  which  sends  reports  of  its  proceedings  and  celebra- 
tions, will  be  accorded  an  impartial  part  of  the  space  set 
apart  for  such  matters. 

The  Historical  Register  will  be  conducted  by 
an  editor-in-chief,  and  the  interests  of  each  of  the  hered- 
itary societies  will  be  looked  after  by  a  member  of  that 
society  who  will  be  an  associate  editor. 

In  view  of  the  necessity  of  a  first-class  magazine  in 
which  autograph  collectors  may  find  a  channel  for  inter- 
communication, and  as  a  medium  through  which  inquiries 
may  be  made  concerning  letters,  documents,  etc.,  apper- 
taining to  the  history  of  our  country,  as  well  as  for  the 
diffusion  of  knowledge  in  reference  to  this  interesting 
study,  space  in  The  Historical  Register  is  devoted 
to  these  purposes,  edited  by  a  well-known  expert. 
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A  flag,  banner  or  an  '\n?,\gx\2i, printedm proper  colors, 
of  a  Patriotic  Society,  will  be  a  frontispiece  to  each  num- 
ber of  The  Historical  Register. 

In  the  Proceedings  and  Celebrations  Department  a 
cut  of  the  insignia,  heraldically  indicated,  of  each  Patriotic- 
Hereditary  Society  mentioned  will  be  printed. 

Shortly  space  will  be  allotted  for  a  department  for 
the  use  and  entertainment  of  Book-plate  collectors  and 
experts,  conducted  on  the  same  plan  as  our  Autograph 
department. 

The  Heraldic  and  Genealogical  Department  of  The 
Historical  Register  is  already  a  charming  and  instinc- 
tive feature. 

The  annual  subscription  price  to  The  American 
Historical  Register  is  three  dollars  ($3.00),  invaria- 
bly in  advance,  and  35  cents  for  any  single  number. 
P"ive  dollars  in  advance  will  pay  for  two  years'  subscrip- 
tion. The  subscriptions  may  begin  with  any  month. 
Always  renew  your  subscription  two  months  before  it 
expires.  Cheques,  etc.,  should  be  made  payable  to  the 
order  of  "  The  Historical  Register  Publishing  Company." 

Address  all  business  communications  and  remit- 
tances : 

The  Treasurer, 
Historical  Register   Publishing  Co., 

120  South  Sixth  Street,  Philadelphia. 
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